Coping styles, psychopathology and intellectual performance in patients with familial adenomatous polyposis.
Thirty-eight patients with familial adenomatous polyposis (FAP) were compared with 19 patients with ulcerative colitis (UC) for differences in illness-related variables, coping styles, psychiatric symptomatology, and intellectual performance. Patients with FAP had significantly less education, longer time since recent surgery, less psychiatric illness, and evidence of less preoccupation with their illness, as compared with UC patients. FAP patients with a positive family history (N = 28) scored significantly lower on both verbal and performance intellectual tests, even when taking education into account, compared with FAP patients without a family history (N = 9). The relevance of these findings to the ongoing monitoring and surveillance of patients with FAP is discussed.